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they	 would	 want	 the	 regime	 to	 be	 toppled	 (Overthrowers),	 30.6%	 stated	 they	
would	 seek	 radical	 changes	 (Transformists)	 while	 only	 3.6%	 identified	 as	
Reformists	who	emphasize	on	preserving	the	current	Islamic	Republic	regime.	
	
•			 On	 the	 question	 of	which	political	 system	 is	most	 appropriate	 for	 Iran,	 42%	of	
















themselves	 as	 Overthrowers	 (seeking	 regime	 change);	 50%	 of	 them	 are	
Transformists	(seeking	radical	changes	and	a	free	referendum).	Only	7%	of	them	
identified	 as	 Reformists	 (i.e.,	 preserving	 the	 Islamic	 Republic).	 Based	 on	 these	















•			 The	survey	of	 “Political	Attitudes	of	 Iranians”	has	been	conducted	online	by	




social	 networks	 (Telegram,	 Instagram,	 Twitter,	 and	 Facebook),	 and	 19,386	




•		 According	 to	 the	 top	manager	 of	 Telegram,	 around	 40	million	 Iranians	 use	
Telegram	 within	 the	 country.	 More	 than	 41	 million	 have	 access	 to	 mobile	
Internet	and	close	to	57	million	have	access	to	the	Internet.	In	other	words,	a	
















•			 Each	participant	 could	 only	participate	 once	 from	each	 computer	 or	mobile	
device.	 Our	 analyses	 show	 that	 less	 than	 2%	 of	 participants	 seem	 to	 have	
participated	 in	 the	survey	more	than	once.	However,	given	the	 large	sample	
size,	this	figure	has	a	negligible	impact	on	the	overall	results.	 
	




















not	 take	 part	 in	 it.	 Nevertheless,	 the	 survey	 and	 the	 questions	 were	 designed	







the	 election,	 about	 28%	 of	 the	 votes	were	 for	 Raisi.	 The	 results	 of	 the	 second	
question	(Who	did	you	vote	for	in	the	2013	presidential	election?)	also	indicate	
that	 about	 4%	 of	 the	 respondents	 voted	 for	 conservative	 candidates	 (Jalili,	
Velayati,	Ghalibaf,	and	Rezaei),	while	the	“official	results”	of	the	election	show	that	
the	combined	vote	share	of	 the	 four	candidates	 in	 the	election	was	32%.	These	
results	 confirm	 our	 initial	 hypothesis	 that	 conservatives	 (including	 some	 who	
voted	for	the	conservatives	due	to	economic	motivations)	did	not	participate	 in	
this	survey.	Accordingly,	we	withdrew	sample	data	representing	those	who	voted	
for	 Ebrahim	 Raisi	 in	 the	 2017	 presidential	 election,	 because	 of	 the	 low	
participation	rate	of	the	conservative	social	base	in	this	survey.	This	approach	is	in	
line	with	the	survey's	main	purpose,	which	 is	 to	analyze	the	weight	of	different	
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Figure	2	 shows	 the	popularity	of	different	political	 systems	among	 Iranians.	The	most	
popular	 system	 is	a	 “Secular	Presidential	Republic”	with	a	24.3%	approval	 rating,	 and	
least	popular	is	a	“Secular	Parliamentary	Republic”	with	5.4%	of	votes	(not	considering	
the	Islamic	Republic,	which	is	the	least	accepted	system	of	governance	among	these	72%	













of	 less	 than	1%,	except	 for	 the	choices	of	a	 “Secular	Parliamentary	Republic”	and	“Not	
having	 enough	 knowledge”.	 The	 interesting	 finding	 is	 that	 people	 outside	 the	 country	
favour	“Secular	Parliamentary	Republic”	10%	more	than	those	inside	the	country.	Also,	
the	number	of	those	who	chose	“Not	having	enough	knowledge”	outside	the	country	was	
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Islamic	 Republic	 regime.	 Transformists	 also	 seek	 a	 secular	 democracy	 through	
fundamental	and	constitutional	changes;	however,	unlike	the	Overthrowers,	they	struggle	
for	each	and	every	civil	 rights	 in	parallel	 to	 their	struggle	 for	structural	changes.	They	
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results	 of	 elections	 in	 Iran	 under	 the	 Islamic	 Republic	 regime	 cannot	 be	 used	 to	
distinguish	among	these	three	factions.	In	fact,	the	existing	elections	can	only	gauge	the	
popularity	 of	 Conservatives,	 while	 being	 unable	 to	 account	 for	 the	 weight	 of	 the	
Unknown (those who 
voted for Raisi in 2017 






























2-5	 Popularity	 of	 political	 figures:	 Who	 would	 Reformists,	 Transformists	 and	
Overthrowers	vote	for	in	a	free	election?	
 
In	 this	 survey,	we	provided	 a	 list	 of	 prominent	 political	 and	 civil	 figures	 representing	






80.	 The	 list	 includes	 figures	 from	 all	 four	major	 political	 orientations	 (Conservatives,	







Figure	 5	 shows	 the	 popularity	 of	 the	 individuals	 in	 the	 list	 as	 the	 “first	 choice”.	 Reza	
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Fariborz	 Raisdana,	 Mohammad-Javad	 Zarif	 and	 Ahmad	 Zeidabadi	 with	 approximately	
1.5%	each. 
	
Since	 the	sample	does	not	 include	the	electoral	base	of	 the	Conservatives,	 the	political	
figures	close	 to	 this	 faction	(e.g.	Ali	Khamenei	and	Ghasem	Soleimani)	have	received	a	
very	low	support.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	this	political	faction	has	negligible	






more	 popular	 amongst	 Iranians	 living	 abroad.	 As	 for	 other	 political/civil	 figures,	 the	
difference	is	less	than	1%. 
	
It	 should	be	noted	 that	 among	 the	 figures	provided	by	 the	 respondents	 as	part	 of	 the	
“other	 choice”,	 those	 with	 a	 minimum	 of	 20	 votes	 are	 (in the	 order	 of	 vote	 share):	
Abolhassan	Banisadr,	Sadegh	Zibakalam,	Mohammad	Nourizad,	Mohammad	Hosseini	(the	
host	 of	 a	 TV	 show	 called	 Restart),	 Mostafa	 Tajzadeh,	 Masih	 Alinejad,	 Shirin	 Ebadi,	
Ghassem	Sholesadi,	Bahram	Moshiri	and	Heshmat	Tabarzadi. 
	




First choices Second choices (in order of vote share) 
Reza Pahlavi Nasrin Sotoudeh MirHossein Mousavi 
Nasrin Sotoudeh Reza Pahlavi Ahmad Zeidabadi 
MirHossein Mousavi Mohammad Khatami Reza Pahlavi 
Mohammad Khatami MirHossein Mousavi Mohammad Javad Zarif 
Fariborz Raisdana Nasrin Sotoudeh Ahmad Zeidabadi 
Mohammad Javad Zarif Mohammad Khatami MirHossein Mousavi 
Ahmas Zeidabadi Nasrin Sotoudeh Fariborz Raisdana 
Hassan Shariatmadari Nasrin Sotoudeh Reza Pahlavi 
Maryam Rajavi Nasrin Sotoudeh Fariborz Raisdana 
Abdollah Mohtadi Nasrin Sotoudeh Reza Pahlavi 
Ali Khamenei Qasem Soleimani Mohammad Khatami 
Molavi Abdolhamid MirHossein Mousavi Reza Pahlavi 
Mahmood Ahmadinejad Reza Pahlavi Qasem Soleimani 
Koroush Zaim Fariborz Raisdana MirHossein Mousavi 
Qasem Soleimani Mohammad Khatami Mohammad Javad Zarif 
Yusef Azizi Banitaraf Reza Pahlavi Molavi Abdolhamid 




individuals.	 It	 shows	 that	 68%	 of	 those	 who	 chose	 Reza	 Pahlavi	 as	 their	 first	 choice	
consider	 themselves	 as	Overthrower	while	31%	are	Transformists.	 54%	of	 those	who	
chose	Nasrin	 Sotoudeh	 consider	 themselves	 to	 be	 Transformist	 and	 45%	of	 them	 are	
Overthrowers.	Only	1%	of	their	supporters	consider	themselves	Reformist.	
Mohammad	 Khatami,	 Mohammad-Javad	 Zarif	 and	 Mirhossein	 Mousavi	 are	 the	 most	
popular	candidates	among	 those	who	 identified	 themselves	as	Reformist.	Nonetheless,	
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faction	 has	 about	 14%	 of	 the	 vote	 base.	 Meanwhile,	 the	 single	 candidate	 for	 the	
















and	 they	 had	 more	 choices	 than	 just	 Reformists.	 About	 21%	 of	 those	 who	 voted	 for	
Rouhani	 would	 vote	 for	 candidates	 from	 the	 Reformist	 faction	 (Mohammad	 Khatami,	
Mirhossein	Mousavi	and	Mohammad-Javad	Zarif)	in	a	free	election.	Considering	the	fact	
that	according	 to	 the	official	 results,	42%	of	 those	who	were	eligible	 to	vote	voted	 for	
Rouhani	in	the	2017	presidential	election,	we	can	conclude	that	approximately	9%	of	the	
Reformist (with 











What are the political orientations of those voted for 




















Comparing	 the	 attitudes	 of	 Iranians	 living	 inside	 and	 outside	 the	 country	 about	 the	
preferred	 political	 parties	 sheds	 light	 on	 some	 interesting	 facts.	 The	 Constitutional	
monarchist	party	and	the	Reformist	party	have	respectively	10%	and	6%	less	support	
among	 Iranians	 living	 abroad.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 Social-Democratic	 party	 and	 Social-




















In a free election, who is the faviorate candidate of those who voted 
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To	 create	 a	 representative	 sample	 (from	 respondents	 living	 inside	 the	 country),	 the	
statistical	sample	of	the	survey	was	weighted	to	adjust	for	disparities	in	distribution	of	
gender,	 age,	 educational	 level,	 and	 provincial	 population.	 The	 results	 of	 the	 official	





































Figure	 13	 shows	 the	 regional	 distribution	 of	 the	 survey	 sample	 versus	 the	 target	
population	of	each	province.	As	can	be	seen,	all	provinces	are	represented	in	the	survey.	
As	the	target	population	of	 this	survey	 is	72%	of	 the	 Iranian	population	who	are	at	or	
older	than	18	years	of	age,	and	did	not	vote	for	Raisi	in	the	2017	presidential	election,	the	
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Provincial Distribution of Population
original sample weighted sample eligible voters in 2017 minus who voted for Raisi in the province
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Figure	 15	 shows	 the	 economic	 classes	 of	 the	 survey	 participants.	 About	 64%	 of	 the	
weighted	sample	belong	to	a	low-income	group,	while	7%	are	from	a	high-income	group.	
Considering	 the	 official	 statistics	 released	 by	 the	 “Statistical	 Center	 of	 Iran”	 on	 the	
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One	 of	 the	 methods	 by	 which	 the	 reliability	 of	 the	 statistical	 sample	 and	 its	
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Who did you vote for in the 2017 presidential election?
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The	 fact	 that	 the	 findings	 from	 the	 sample	 match	 the	 official	 results	 of	 the	 2017	
presidential	 election	 in	 Iran	 shows	 that	 these	 efforts	 have	 managed	 to	 mitigate	 the	
Network	Effect,	although	we	do	not	claim	that	we	could	fully	overcome	to	this	challenge.	
Repeating	such	polls	in	future	studies	and	using	a	more	inclusive	sample	population	can	
help	to	overcome	such	challenges.	
